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The Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents (MIEA) is the recognized body representing all Registered 
Estate Agents in the country. MIEA has certainly come a long way since the pioneering days in 
1970s. A small dedicated group of estate agents that included Paul Lee, Tony YT Lee, T Mahima 
Singh, Joseph Peh, Colonel Gill, Thinahara Kumar and Ernest Y Y Cheong met regularly to 
eventually form the Malaysian Association of Real Estate Agents (MAREA), the predecessor of 
MIEA, in 1974. Mr Paul Lee became its Protem President and when it was officially registered on 
April 14, 1977, P.P. Ernest Cheong became the inaugural president of MIEA.

In 1977, MAREA was registered after their first constitution was approved by the Registrar of 
Societies. The then Minister of Housing and Local Government, Y B Tan Sri Ong Kee Hui, gave us 
his blessings and support for the formation of the Association of Estate Agents, solely to be a body 
responsible for the actions of Real Estate Agents in Malaysia. With the coming into force of the 
Valuers, Appraisers and Estate Agents Amendment Act on the 6th of December 1984, and the 
active property market and development trends, the Association decided to change the image from 
that of a trade association to a professional institute. The name “Malaysian Association of Real 
Estate Agents” (MAREA) was then changed to the “Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents” (MIEA) on 
May 3, 1989. The institutes official new name was to bring it more in line as a professional body, 
interested in maintaining the standards of the profession so that it would no longer be treated any 
less than other professions. The Association started with only 37 Founder Members. One year 
later, the membership stood at 63 members. In 1984, the council went on a membership drive to 
recruit members from Perak, Kuantan, Johore, Seremban and throughout Selangor and the 
Federal Territory and membership rose to 163 by the end of 1984. The largest recruitment of 
members happened in 1994 which saw MIEA increase its membership from 369 members to 632 
members under the leadership of Puan Khatijah Abdullah. With the increasing number of 
members, MIEA followed by opening branches in Penang, Perak, Johore, Sabah, Sarawak, 
Malacca & Negeri Sembilan.

Along with expansion within Malaysia, MIEA realised that to prosper in today’s globalized world, 
they needed to form alliances with international real estate associations. Bilateral Co-operation 
agreement between MIEA and the National Association of Realtors (N.A.R) of the United States of 
America was signed. Also, an inaugural meeting was held with the President of real estate 
associations of Philippines, Singapore and Thailand to explore the concept of forging an alliance 
among real estate associations within the ASEAN region. In 1995 a bilateral agreement was signed 
with the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia (REIWA), Association of Singapore Realtors and 
Real Estate Institute of New Zealand (REINZ). MIEA has grown from strength to strength and is 
ready to meet the new challenges ahead. The official opening of the new MIEA premise is indeed a 
poignant & dignifying moment in the history of the institute and an achievement of its membership. 
We can now proudly attest that we are indeed equals among the other professional associations.

History of MIEA



MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE
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 OF ESTATE AGENTS

! To unite those engaged in the Estate Agency Practice for 
the purpose of extending beneficial influence on the 
profession and related interests.

! To promote and maintain a high standard of conduct 
amongst members in accordance with the Code of Ethics 
of the Institute.

! To improve the technical and general knowledge of 
persons engaged in the profession.

! To develop and foster and maintain relations between 
members of the institute and to provide a platform for the 
networking and exchanging of ideas and opinions 
amongst practitioners.

! To provide for the upholding of the honour, reputation 
and status of members.

! To provide for the training, education, examination of 
persons practicing or intending to practice as estate 
agents, or who are otherwise employed or engaged in 
the profession.

! To represent members in discussion and dialogues with 
other trade/industry bodies and Government agencies.

! To safeguard and protect the interest of the general 
public against fraud by practitioners or illegal agents.

! To elevate and encourage the maintenance of a high 
level or professionalism amongst practitioners.

Objectives
of the Institute



Logo Definition

MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE
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 OF ESTATE AGENTS

MAREA/MIEA Logo introduced in 1977

The House
Since housing is the main trade of all practising Real Estate Agents in Malaysia, the shape of a house 
was chosen.

MAREA/MIEA
The letters represent the ‘Malaysian Association of Real Estate Agents’ and then it was changed to the 
‘Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents’.

The Brick Wall
The wall of yellow bricks represent buildings.

The Tree
The Tree with green foliage and yellow trunk with the blue stripes symbolises agricultural properties.

New MIEA Logo  introduced in 2000

Background Design of Twin Towers, KL Tower, Commercial, Industrial & Residential Properties.

Reflects the progressive real estate industry in Malaysia and the different sectors of real estate that 
MIEA members are involved in.

Semi Circle Symbol
Indicated the Unity of mind and effort of the membership to lead the industry to greater heights.

Navy Blue Background
Portrays MIEA as an institute which upholds Professionalism, Integrity and Excellence.

The Red MIEA wordings
Depicts MIEA members as vibrant, energetic and forward looking to face the challenges of the new 
Millenium.

The Broad MIEA Letters
Denotes the strength of the Institute and a name you can trust.

New MIEA Logo  introduced in 2008

Backdrop of Twin towers, KL tower
A reflection of the development of the property sector in Malaysia and that as members we need to keep 
pace with its progress.

Three blocks comprising of a commercial, industrial & residential building.
It reflect the multitude of properties Estate Agents are engaged in selling.

An Arc shaped moon
It indicates unity of the membership and progressive Actions.

Navy Blue colour
Portrays MIEA as an institute that upholds professionalism, integrity & Values.

The red MIEA wordings
Shows vibrant, forward looking and enthusiastic membership.

The MIEA name
Being at the base reflects the strong foundation and strength provided by the institute to the profession 
supported by the objects of the institute.

Yellow Box
The richness of the profession in helping the public acquire wealth.
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The Institute Theme

Real Estate is an important part of everyone and it is 
the basis of all wealth. Every Malaysian wants to own 
a property. They invest their life savings in order to 
obtain a shelter over their head, to be secure and 
protect themselves under a roof. All over the world, 
Real Estate Agents play a cardinal role in helping the 
public at large to invest and divest in properties and in 
Malaysia it is no different. The estate agents biggest 
and single most challenge is to be united. Unity is the 
binding factor that will allow us to have one voice, one 
common goal and one vision. Estate agents must 
take pride and take ownership of the practice by 
working together for the common goal of the 
profession. As the old adage says “Unity is strength 
and strength is mighty”. The call is for leadership, the 
council, the members and the negotiators to work in 
unison and in unity to tackle the daily issues we face.

The Institute must be relevant to the members by 
meeting their expectations. The programmes and 
activities will all be aligned towards this goal. By the 
same token, members must also be relevant to the 
institute by participating in the committees, 
programmes and to give ideas and feedback.

When one is united, there is peace and harmony, and 
when there is relevance, there is respect. When this 
is achieved, there will be progress. When we 
progress, there is growth and this growth leads to 
betterment of our business and our lives and as a 
result, we achieve recognition, respect and success. 
Only then can we bring change to the industry and be 
a dynamic Institute.

2007 - 2009



''Nothing worthwhile ever happens quickly and easily. You achieve only 
as you are determined to achieve… and as you keep it until you have 
achieved''…Robert H. Luer

What a feeling and what an achievement for the members of the 
Institute. An idea that was initiated in at the 1991 AGM  by Datuk Leslie 
and planted with a RM500 contribution has come to reality. This is not 
just another office space meant for adoration or for personal glory but 
rather the labour of love, the unity of membership, the commitment  
that we Estate Agents  are capable of achievement in what we set out to 
do. It is victory over defeat, optimism over pessimism; believe over 
doubt and success over failure.

Last year when we called for support to the idea of purchasing this 
premise many at the convention raised their hands to pledge the funds 
to this cause. That sea of hands gave the confidence that nothing is 
impossible if there is adamant faith in an endeavour to reach a goal. We 
owe our success to all those who gave tirelessly over the years, this is 
your triumph!   

This new premise is the culmination of the sacrifice both in kind and 
cash of hundreds of people over the year and an epitome of the 
institutes success. This new premise brings dignity to the membership 
and the fraternity. More importantly this new premise has overcome 
doubts in our ability to achieve and accentuated the vision of a united, 
relevant and progressive institute. 

Thomas Edison said that the three great essential to achieve anything 
worthwhile are one, hard work; two, stick-to-itiveness; and third, 
common sense. This office premise is the result of that attitude. I would 
like to share these thoughts with those who will lead this institute in the 
years to come “Our business in life is not to get ahead of others but to 
get ahead of ourselves- to break our own records, to outstrip our 
yesterdays by our today’s, and to do our work with more focus than 
ever before”.  

And finally my gratitude and thanks to those who cared and shared and 
made this premise possible. We shall from now on walk tall and proud 
with the believe that the we can mould the future the way we want it. 

One chapter closes and a new chapter begins – May I plant a seed in 
your minds today – It is time to seriously  work on our own Board; the 
Board of Estate Agents!  Let us remember today that a new era dawns 
and a new beginning beckons…!

message

Soma Sundram Krishnaswamy
President 2007-2009  

"This is not just another office space 

meant for adoration or for personal 

glory but rather the labour of love, the 

unity of membership, the 

commitment  that we Estate Agents  

are capable of achievement in what 

we set out to do. It is victory over 

defeat, optimism over pessimism; 

believe over doubt and success over 

failure."



I am indeed pleased to be asked to pen my thoughts in your 
coffee book table in conjunction with the official launch of the 
Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents MIEA premises at Three 
Two Square.

I am told that your Institute was established thirty four years 
ago in 1974 and have faced many challenges to be where you 
are today. Having purchased your own premise and paying in 
full is testimony of a resilient association and this event is an 
historic moment in the growth of your institute.

Estate Agency practise plays a vital part of the housing 
industry and the property sector as a whole and you as Estate 
Agents have contributed significantly to the industry. In recent 
times there have been many reports of bogus agents tarnishing 
the image of Estate Agents in the country, while you are 
focussing on building your business, it is vital to safeguard you 
your profession against such transgression. 

I read your theme "United, Relevant, Progressive'' and find 
that it is appropriate and important as a focus point. Any 
association that does well has to be united carry out relevant 
actions and have progressive visions. It is my fervent hope that 
your Institute will continue to work hard as an association and 
endeavour to play a positive role to further enhance the 
profession. I would like to congratulate your president K. 
Soma Sundram and the National Council of Management in 
having achieved this milestone during their term. It is also 
important to recognize those who have helped in one way or 
another in realising the dream of your own premises. I look 
forward for the Institute to grow from strength to strength and 
contribute to the development of this industry and your 
membership at large.

Thank you.

Sincerely

Datuk Robert Lau Hoi Chew

Aras 7, Bok K Pusat Bandar Damansara P.O.Box 12579 50782 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 603-2094 0504 (TT) 603-2094 7033 Fax: 603-2092 2445
E-mail: rhclau@kpkt.gov.my

Timbalan Meteri Perumahan Dan Kerajaan Tempatan
Deputy Minister Of Housing And Local Government 

message

Ministry Of Housing
And Local Government 



It gives me great pleasure to share my thoughts on the occasion of 
the launching of your new MIEA premises in the 'coffee table' 
book. 

Estate Agency practice has come a long way since the inception of 
the Act in 1984 where the estate agents were accorded the 
recognition of professional status and as a result your association 
was registered under the Societies Act in 1977. It is indeed a truly 
historical moment for MIEA which has blossomed from infancy 
to a full-fledged Association which has now purchased its own 
premise.

I am aware of the challenges you had faced in the early years of 
your formation and having purchased the building by cash is truly 
a remarkable achievement. This is testimony of the fact that 
dreams and visions can become a reality if one has the 
perseverance and the commitment towards attaining one's goal. 

Both I and the Board Members are proud of your achievement and 
we congratulate MIEA and its members for their highly dedicated 
and diligent devotion to the enhancement of the institute and the 
profession. Having said that, I am confident that the institute will 
continue with its good work and forge ahead with equal 
enthusiasm and zest. 

It is my fervent hope that MIEA will strive harder for the benefit of 
its members and play a pivotal role in the development of the 
fraternity and practice at large. We look forward to working 
closely with MIEA to enhance the profession further.

Our best wishes and felicitations once again.

Dato’ Sr. Haji Abdullah Thalith
Bin Md Thani
President

message

 



On behalf of FIABCI Malaysia, I would like to congratulate MIEA 
(Malaysia Institute Of Estate Agents) on the occasion of the opening 
of MIEA'S new office in Petaling Jaya. This is the first time In the 
history of MIEA that they actually own their own headquarters 
building and I am sure that all members of MIEA would be proud of 
this fact. 

FIABCI Malaysia has always been proud of the fact that MIEA is a 
Principal Member of FIABCI which means that the President of 
MIEA is also a Vice-president of FIABCI Malaysia. We would also 
like to acknowledge the fact that many members of MIEA have also 
served on the committees of FIABCI and that they have played 
important roles in the activities of FIABCI Malaysia.

Going forward FIABCI Malaysia together with MIEA and other 
principal members have an important role to play in the 
development of the real estate industry. One of our objectives is to 
persuade the government to liberalise the industry. We would like to 
see more investments ln real estate by both local and international 
investors. We at FIABCI Malaysia believe that investment in real 
estate by International Investors is an important source of FDI 
(Foreign Direct Investment) to the country. So therefore to 
encourage more investment into Malaysia the government has to 
remove some if not all of the more restrictive regulations that 
discourage international investors from coming into the country.

FIABCI Malaysia together with the government of Malaysia has set 
up a company called Malaysia Property Incorporated (MPl). The 
objective of MPI is to make Malaysia a destination for International 
properly investors. 

FIABCI together with MIEA and REHDA are spearheading this 
government initiative and we hope that the results of our efforts will 
be seen within the next two to three years time. ln conclusion we 
wish MIEA the best In the coming years and we hope our 
partnership in improving the real estate Industry will continue into 
the future.

Our best wishes and felicitations once again.

Dato’ Richard Fong
President

message



On behalf of The Institution of Surveyors, Malaysia 
(lSM), I have the honour to extend our congratulations to 
the Malaysia Institute of Estate Agents Malaysia 
(MIEA) for moving to its own premises at Dataran 3 Two 
Square, Petaling Jaya.

You have achieved this significant milestone in the 
history of your profession through the hard work and 
dedication of your members and the officers of your 
Institute. It is a good moment for all who are associated 
with MIEA to cerebrate its remarkable history.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my 
appreciation of the long-term commitment of MIEA in 
promoting professionalism and quality in real estate 
practice and striving to ensure public interests are weft-
served and protected.

ISM Looks forward to maintaining our chose 
relationship in the years to come.

Sr Hj. SAHARUDDIN BIN SAAT, FISM
President - Session 2008/2009

message

The Institute of Surveyors, Malaysia



Fraternity Greetings from the Association of Valuers & 
Property Consultants in Private Practice Malaysia (PEPS).

On behalf of PEPS, we would like to extend our heartiest 
congratulations to MIEA on the official opening of your 
new Head Office and Secretariat at Dataran 3 Dua, Petaling 
Jaya. We have witnessed the humble beginnings of MIEA 
from 1974 and now MIEA has grown from strength to 
strength to be the proud owner of its premises, which was 
purchased from contributions from your members. With the 
new premises, we hope it will result in efficient operation of 
MIEA and improve your membership, We also congratulate 
MIEA in producing a coffee table book to commemorate 
your opening ceremony.

With your dynamic leadership, I am sure MIEA will achieve 
greater heights and further enhancement of Estate Agency 
as an honourable profession.

Best Regards.

Yours in the fraternity,

PERSATUAN PENILAI & PERUNDING HARTA
SWASTA MALAYSIA

JAMES WONG
President 2006-2010

message

Association of Valuers
and Property Consultants

in Private Practice Malaysia
(PEPS)



On behalf of the members of the Real Estate and Housing Developers' 
Association Malaysia (REHDA), I would like to congratulate the 
Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents (MIEA) on the launching of its 
new office premise. This is indeed a key milestone for MIEA and a 
testimony of its commitment towards bringing the real estate 
profession to greater heights.

As the representative body of the real estate agency profession in 
Malaysia, MIEA plays a very important role in enhancing the 
professionalism among real estate agents thorough continuous 
professional development programmes and training. In this era of 
globalization, the need to equip real estate practitioners with market 
knowledge and relevant skills is even more crucial than before. It is 
REHDA'S hope that with a new corporate headquarters in place, MIEA 
will be able to focus its efforts on organising more training 
programmes for its members and the profession.

In this trying time of global economic crisis, the real estate industry is 
faced with numerous challenges and uncertainties. The weakening 
local demand for properties has forced us to explore the foreign 
market. Towards this end, it is crucial for both developers and real 
estate agents to enhance our understanding of these markets to enable 
us to succeed in marketing Malaysia's real estate internationally.

We at REHDA are confident that with the strong relationship between 
the two organisations, we will be able to weather these challenges and 
turn them into opportunities for the Malaysian real estate industry. 
Once again, on behalf of REHDA and its members, I congratulate 
MIEA on this happy occasion of the launching of your new office and 
wish MIEA and its members all the best in their endeavours.

Datuk Ng Seing Liong, JP
President

message



Real Estate Associations or Institutions play valuable 
roles in modern Asean countries, and generally 
operates amicably to mutual benefit of real estate 
agents practicing in respective countries. In addition, 
by setting good practices, standards and 
professionalism, they help reassure real estate agents 
that their interest is well protected. ln this respect the 
Malaysian Institute of Estate Agents plays an 
important role by helping foster a sense of closer 
comadaria and to help develop a better framework for 
members to be professional in their daily endeavors'. I 
am happy to state that both MIEA and IEA have signed 
a new MOU in 2008 to foster closer ties and working 
relationship which we believe will in return foster 
business growth between the members of both 
associations.

I am told that this publication is to commemorate the 
official opening of the MIEA office premise and on 
behalf of  IEA, wish to convey my heartfelt felicitation 
on this occasion. We wish MIEA every continued 
success and that together we can serve membership, 
help develop the profession and to bring it to even 
greater heights. To President Soma Sundram & the 
Council Members keep up your good work.

Jeff Foo
President
Institute of Estate Agents, Singapore

message






















































































